answer is only mock erroneous -the lyric appears to catch the reader out as possessing a "dirty mind", and yet slyly acknowledges that we all have such minds. Therefore, in the final analysis, the erotic, not the innocent, answer is the most pertinent one -if not the "right" one.
Anglo-Saxon erotic riddles
A good example of an erotic riddle from the Exeter Book is Number 23, here translated by Michael Delahoyde:
I am a wondrous creature, a joy to women, useful to neighbours; not any citizens do I injure, except my slayer. Very high is my foundation. I stand in a bed, hair underneath somewhere. Sometimes ventures a fully beautiful churl's daughter, licentious maid, that she grabs onto me, rushes me to the redness, ravages my head, fixes me in confinement. She soon feels my meeting, she who forced me in, the curly-haired woman. Wet is her eye.
1
The answer is "an onion"; or, of course, a penis. Here is another example, in a prose translation by Edith Whitehurst Williams:
My head is beaten by a hammer, wounded by a pointed instrument, rubbed by a file. Often I open wide to that which pricks against me. Then, girded with rings, I must thrust hard against the hard, pierced from the rear, press forth that joy which my lord cherishes at midnight. Sometimes, by means of my countenance, I move to and fro, backwards, the entrance of the treasure when my lord wishes to receive what is left of that which he commanded from life (i.e. to death), which he thrust with deadly power according to his desire.
2
The answer is a keyhole; or, a vagina. Anglo-Saxon riddles, like those above, are often written in the first person. Sometimes the first-person
